
 

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
MARCH 13, 2019 

 
A regular meeting of the Fairbanks North Star Borough Sustainability Commission was held 
in the Mona Lisa Drexler Assembly Chambers, Juanita Helms Administration Center, 907 
Terminal Street, Fairbanks, Alaska. After the scheduled work session, the meeting was called 
to order at 7:20 p.m. by Brett Parks, Chair.  
 
A. ROLL CALL 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ariane Glover  John Davies   

Wyatt Hurlbut  Jimmy Fox   
Morgan Hough Brett Parks 

 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Karl Monetti 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Brittany Smart, FNSB Mayor’s Office 
    Michelle Gutierrez, Clerk 
 
B. MESSAGES  
 
1. Citizen’s Comments – limited to three (3) minutes 
 
Tristan Glowa testified as follows: 

• Thanked Rick Thoman for the presentation and stated the data is useful to have 
Comments ensued between Commissioners, Rick Thoman and Mr. Glowa 
 
Brenda Sadler testified as follows: 

• Mentioned recycling bins for NP; start small, in the summer with 4 bins 
• Suggested volunteers in NP for the transfer site 
• Wants to get people thinking about recycling 

Comments ensued between Commissioners and Ms. Sadler. 
 
Roger Kay testified as follows:  

• Thanked the commission for the work done 
• Thanked Rick Thoman for the presentation 
• Referred to the 4th National Climate Assessment that recently came out to include 6 

recommendations for Alaska and if the community should pay attention to them 
Comments ensued by Rick Thoman. 
 
Jeff Yarman testified as follows:  

• Thanked the commission for their work 
• Thanked Rick Thoman for the presentation  
• Referenced the United Nations Intergovernmental Climate and referenced 12 year 

predictions to include clean energy, non-wasteful food system, cleaner oceans, etc. 
• Expressed concerns with food security 

Comments ensued by Rick Thoman and Commissioners. 
 
2. Disclosure & Statement of Conflict of Interest 
 
None 
 



 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA 
 
MOTION: To move item F. #1 after D by Commissioner Fox and seconded by 

Commissioner Glover.  
 

PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTION OR ROLL CALL 
 
MOTION: To approve the agenda and consent agenda as rearranged by 

Commissioner Fox and seconded by Commissioner Hough.  
 

PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTION OR ROLL CALL 
 
D. *MINUTES 
 
Minutes from February 13, 2019 Meeting. 
 
F. NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Mayor Bryce Ward 
 
Mayor Ward spoke on the following points: 

• Thanked the commission for the Sustainability Plan report that went to the Assembly 
and all of their hard work 

• Dashboards and metrics to be able to measure progress 
• Recycling center; touched base on budget challenges 
• Ideas on broader perspectives on how solid waste is dealt with in the borough 
• Policies that can be implemented for diversion or reduction to the land fill 
• Cost of recycling plastics is about $1000/ton 
• Interested in hearing new ideas, relooking at the business model to make it work better 

for the community 
• Requested input from the commission about resources that can be for waste reduction 

and have a greater impact to the land fill and environment 
Questions and comments ensued between Commissioners and Mayor Ward. 

 
E. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
1. Report on Assembly briefing 

 
Commissioner Fox briefly recapped the presentation that was given to the Assembly. 
 
Discussion ensued between Commissioners. 

 
2. Report on Sustainability Plan Presentation from March 5 

 
Commissioner Fox briefly recapped the presentation that was given. 
 
Brief discussion ensued.  

 
3. Draft Energy Handbook 
 
MOTION: To postpone the draft energy handbook discussion to the next agenda by 

Commissioner Fox and seconded by Commissioner Hurlbut.  
 

PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTION OR ROLL CALL 



 

It was mentioned that the reason for the postponement is to have the handbook go through 
the borough administration to fill in missing pieces before the commission reviews it.  
 
F. NEW BUSINESS  
 
2. CRF Update 

 
Ms. Smart mentioned Mr. Huntington is not present because he is attending the SWANA 
Recycling Manager training.  
 
Ms. Smart referenced the recycling score card and updated the commission on market prices.  
 
Comments and questions ensued between commissioners and staff. 

 
3. Fairbanks New Farmer Expo – April 5 

 
Brittanny Balthaser briefed the commission on the idea of the expo. 
 
Commissioner Fox mentioned he put in a request for a table at the event.  
 
Discussion ensued in regards to efforts to reach out to a targeted audience.  

 
4. Earth Day events & Commission participation 

a. Fort Wainwright – April 18 from 9:30 am – 1:30pm 
 
Ms. Smart spoke about what commission participation might look like and mentioned the 
potential to partner with Mr. Huntington’s booth.  
 
Discussion ensued between commissioners and staff.  
 

b. Others 
 
Earth Day week at Joy Elementary School was mentioned.  
 
Ms. Smart mentioned the idea of allowing the liaison’s to carry the commissions message at 
outreach opportunities.  
 
University Earth Day events were mentioned.  
 
Ms. Smart reminded the commission of the State Fair.  

 
G. EXCUSE FUTURE ABSENCES 
 
None 

 
H. COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Chairperson’s Comments 
Chair Parks reminded the commission to send him items they want to put on the agenda, and 
cc Ms. Smart and the commission clerk.  
 
Commissioner’s Comments 
Commission Hough mentioned UAF Spring Fest.  
 
Commissioner Glover noted the Zero Waste Workshop that will be held at the Co-Op on 
March 23rd from 2-3:30 pm.  



 

 
Commissioner Hurlbut mentioned Guy McPherson, Conservation Biologist, coming to talk 
about climate change on April 4th and 5th. 
 
Commission Fox gave a shout out to the Co-Op Market for sending the e-newsletters that 
include food security and waste reduction to help engage the customers and public.  
 
Commissioner Davies expressed his appreciation for the work session presentation as well 
as for Mayor Ward speaking earlier in the meeting.  
 
Liaison Comments 
Leah Williams asked the commission to be mindful of the hours the recycling facility is open 
and stated she does not take her recycling to the central recycling facility because she is at 
work when it is open, except on Saturday when people are busy. She mentioned the Birch 
Sap Cooperative meeting that will be on March 15th at 5:30pm. She continued to speak about 
potential hours for the transfer site recycling.  
 
It was mentioned to try and get the School District involved with CRF with them being a huge 
paper waste facility.  
 
Staff Comments 
 
Ms. Smart reported the Assembly approved a resolution to give administration direction to 
move forward with compressed natural gas busses; as they move forward with the new transit 
garage project, to set up a schedule for conversion for the borough fleet. She further explained 
one of the projects she is working on is a similar analysis for the conversion of borough 
facilities to natural gas; develop a plan for those that are currently on the system, those that 
have the infrastructure to support it and those that will need upgrades, etc. Once that is 
compiled, it will go before multiple governing bodies to get the public’s input.  
 
Air quality factor in the conversion was briefly discussed.  
 
Clerk mentioned current Planning Commission vacancies. 
 
Ms. Smart mentioned Mr. Chandler from Green Star is presenting at the Downtown Rotary 
Club on March 14th from noon to 1pm at the Westmark Hotel.  
 
Ms. Smart mentioned Parks and Rec has a survey out for getting feedback on park systems.  
 
Chair Parks mentioned “Don’t Be Fuelish” competition kicks off on April 1st.  
 
I. ADJOURNMENT  

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
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